Press Rel ease for the Eighth Special Session
of the UNCC CGoverni ng Counci

The Governing Council of the United Nations Conpensation
Conmi ssion held a special session on 21 January 1999 for the
pur pose of electing a new president and one of the two vice-
presi dents of the Council. The neeting was chaired by the
Vi ce-President of the Governing Council, the Pernmanent
Representative of Slovenia, Anbassador G egor Zore.

The Council elected the Permanent Representative of the
Net her| ands, Anbassador Hans Hei nemann, as President and the
Per manent Representative of Argentina, Anbassador Guillerno
Enri que CGonzal ez, as a Vice-President of the Governing
Counci | .

It has been the practice of the Council to elect the
Presi dent and Vice-Presidents fromthe incom ng nenbers for a
two year period. As of 1 January 1999 the new nenbers of the
Governing Council - its nmenbership mrrors that of the United
Nations Security Council - are Argentina, Canada, Ml aysi a,
Nam bi a and the Netherlands. They have replaced Costa Rica,
Japan, Kenya(served as a Vice-President of the Governing
Council in 1997-1998), Portugal (President) and Sweden.

In the past, the Presidency of the Governing Council was
hel d by Bel gium Spain, Italy and Portugal .



