PR/ 2000/ 13 7 Decenber 2000

PRESS RELEASE

GOVERNI NG COUNCI L OF UNI TED NATI ONS COMPENSATI ON COWM SSI ON
APPROVES AWARDS COF OVER US$208 M LLI ON FCR
COVPENSATI ON AT | TS THI RTY- El GHTH SESSI ON

The Governing Council of the United Nations Conpensation
Conmi ssi on, under the Presidency of Anbassador Hans J. Hei nemann (the
Net herl ands), has today approved awards of US$208, 738, 556.66 for
conmpensati on. The del egations of Kuwait and |Iraq addressed the fifteen-

menber Governing Council at its opening plenary neeting.

The Council approved three reports and reconmendati ons of the
panel s of Conmmi ssioners. These reports concerned clains in the sixth
and seventh installnments of category “D’ (clainms of individuals for
| osses over US$100,000) and the second installnent of category “F2”

(clains of Governnents and international organizations):

The sixth installment of category “D’ clainms involved 172 cl ains
filed on behal f of individuals by 18 Governnments and one

i nternational organization. OF these, 148 clains filed by 13
Governnents and one international organization were approved by
the Council for conmpensation, with a total award val ue of

US$43, 536, 772;

The seventh install nent of category “D’' clains involved 588
claims filed on behalf of individuals by 15 Governnments and one
i nternational organization. OF these, 515 clains filed by 14
Governnments and one international organization were approved by
the Council for compensation, with a total award val ue of
US$131, 692, 078. 66;



The second installment of category “F2” clains involved 24 clains
filed by one Government. O these, 22 clainms were approved by the
Council for conpensation, with a total award val ue of
US$33, 509, 706.

The Council adopted a decision approving the conclusions reached
by the Working Group on the review of current UNCC procedures. The
Governing Council decided at its |last session to conduct this review
follow ng the agreenment reached in the Security Council in Septenber
2000 that the current UNCC procedures be reviewed before the end of the
year, taking into account the recommendati ons of the Executive
Secretary. The text of the conclusions of the Wrking Goup is annexed

to the decision of the Council

The Council discussed a progress report of the Executive
Secretary on the activities of the Commi ssion. The report addressed

claims processing and the paynment of approved cl ai ns.

The Council further discussed the report of the Executive
Secretary on the distribution of paynents awarded to successfu
claimants, the transparency of the distribution process, and the return

of undistributed funds.

To date, the Conmi ssion has awarded conpensation of over US$32
billion, including the awards approved in this session; over US$9.5
billion of the ampunt awarded has been made avail able to governments
and international organizations for distribution to successfu

claimants in all categories of clains.

The session just concluded was the | ast session under the
Presidency of the Netherlands. The ternms of office of the Netherlands,
Argentina, Canada, Ml aysia and Nam bia as Council nenbers end on 31
Decenber 2000. As of next year, the new nenbers joining the Counci
will be the Republic of Colonbia, Ireland, the Republic of Mauritius,
the Kingdom of Norway, and the Republic of Singapore. A special session
is scheduled to be held on 24 January 2001 for the purpose of electing

a new President.



The Council decided to hold its next regular session from13 to
15 March 2001.

Further information about the Commi ssion, including the text of
Governi ng Council decisions and reports and recommendati ons of the
panel s of Commi ssioners, can be found on the United Nations

Conpensati on Conmi ssion website |ocated at http://ww. uncc. ch.




