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PRESS RELEASE

GOVERNI NG COUNCI L OF UNI TED NATI ONS COVPENSATI ON COWM SSI ON APPROVES
AWARDS OF US$148, 051, 137 FOR
COVPENSATI ON AT I TS THI RTY- SI XTH SESSI ON

The CGoverning Council of the United Nations Conpensation Conmi ssi on,
under the Presidency of Ambassador Hans J. Hei nemann (Netherlands), has
t oday approved awards of US$148, 051, 137 for conpensation. The del egations
of Kuwait, Iraq and Sudan addressed the fifteen-menber CGoverning Council at
its opening plenary neeting.

The Council approved three reports and reconmendati ons of the panels
of Conmi ssioners concerning clainms in categories “D’ (claims of individuals
for damages above US$100, 000) and “F" (clainms of governnents and
i nternational organizations):

The fourth instalment (part two) of category “D’ clainms involved 199
clains filed on behalf of individuals by the Governnent of Kuwait.
Al the clainms filed were approved by the Council for conpensation,
with a total award val ue of US$57, 659, 045. 08;

The fifth instalment of category “D’ clainms involved 498 clainms filed
on behal f of individuals by 26 governments and international

organi zations. O these, 456 clains filed by those 26 governnents
and i nternational organizations were approved for conpensation, with
a total award val ue of US$45, 865, 923. 46;

The fourth instal ment of category “F1” clainms involved 16 cl ains
relating to the clainms of governnental entities filed by 10
governnments. O these, ten clainms filed by nine governments were
approved for conpensation, with a total award val ue of
USs$44, 526, 169. 00.

The Council discussed a progress report of the Executive Secretary on
the activities of the Conmi ssion. The report addressed cl ainms processing
and the payment of approved cl ai ns.

The Council al so discussed the report of the Executive Secretary on
the distribution of paynents awarded, the transparency of the distribution
process, and the return of undistributed funds.



The Council approved the nom nation of the Secretary-Ceneral of a new
Comni ssioner for the category “E1” panel of Conm ssioners which deals with
oil sector clains.

The Council concluded its discussions on the third phase of paynments.
The Council decided that successful claimnts in categories “D’, “FE’
(claims of corporations, other private |legal entities and public sector
enterprises) and “F” would receive an initial amunt of US$5 million in the
order in which the clainms have been approved. Subsequent paynents of US$10
mllion will be nade to successful claimants in those categories of clains.
Successful environnental nonitoring and assessnent clainms are accorded
priority in making the above-nentioned paynents. Paynents will be nade
every four nonths for distribution to successful clainmants.

The third phase of payments is expected to comrence in |ate 2000, in
antici pation of the conclusion of the second phase of paynments, which
commenced on 23 Septenber 1999. In the second phase of paynents, the
Council had determined that priority of paynment woul d be provided to
i ndi vidual claimants in categories “A’ (claims of individuals for departure
fromKuwait or Iraq) and “C (claims of individuals for danages up to
US$100, 000), while al so providing conpensation up to US$100, 000 to
claimants in categories “D', “E" and “F". The priority accorded to
i ndi vidual claimants in categories “A’” and “C’ in the second phase of
paynents follows the earlier first phase of paynents, which involved an
initial payment of US$2,500 to each successful individual claimnt in
categories “A” and “C’, as well as paynent of the full anount to al
successful claimants in category “B” (clainms for death or serious persona

injury).

The CGoverning Council considered the report and recomendati ons of
the panel of Conm ssioners concerning the fourth instal ment of category
“E1” claims, involving four clainms by three governnments. To continue its
consideration of this item the thirty-sixth session has been adjourned to
30 June 2000.

To date, the Conm ssion has awarded conpensation of
US$15, 669, 471, 007, including the awards approved in this session; over
US$6.8 billion of the anpbunt awarded has been nade avail able to governnents
and international organizations for distribution to successful claimnts in
all categories of clains.

Further information about the Comm ssion, including the text of al
Governi ng Council decisions and reports and reconmendati ons of the panels



of Conmmi ssioners, can be found on the United Nations Conmpensation
Comni ssion website | ocated at http://ww. uncc. ch.




