30 Septenber 1999

PRESS RELEASE

GOVERNI NG COUNCI L OF UNI TED NATI ONS COVPENSATI ON COVMM SSI ON CONCLUDES
TH RTY- TH RD SESSI O\,  APPROVES AWARDS OF US$234 M LLI ON FOR COVPENSATI ON

The Governing Council of the United Nations Conpensation Conmi ssion
concluded its thirty-third session today under the Presidency of Anbassador
Hans J. Heinemann (Netherlands). The del egations of Kuwait and Iraq
addressed the fifteen-menber Governing Council at its opening plenary
neeti ng.

The Council| approved six reports and reconmendati ons of the panels of
Conmi ssioners. Three of the reports and reconmendati ons concerned cl ai s
filed by corporations relating to construction and engi neering (category
“E3" clains):

The fourth instal ment of category “E3” clains involved 19 clains
filed on behalf of corporations by 19 Governments, with 13 clains
filed by 13 Governnents reconmended for conpensation, with a tota
award val ue of US$42, 080, 882;

The eighth instal ment of category “E3” clains involved 18 cl ai ns
filed on behal f of corporations by eight Governnments, none of which
was recomended for conpensation

The ninth instal ment of category “E3” clains involved 16 clainms filed
on behal f of corporations by ei ght Governnents, with nine clains
filed by four Governnments reconmended for conpensation, with a tota
awar d val ue of US$2, 405, 208.

The Council al so approved two reports and reconmendati ons concerni ng
the second and fourth instal nents of clains filed by Kuwaiti corporations
(category “E4” cl ains):

The second instal ment of category “E4” clains involved 381 clains filed on
behal f of corporations by the Governnent of Kuwait, with 139 clains
recommended for conpensation, with a total award val ue of US$119, 900, 072;



The fourth instal ment of category “E4” clains involved 140 clains filed on
behal f of corporations by the Government of Kuwait, with 135 clains
recommended for conpensation, with a total award val ue of US$69, 998, 366.

Finally, the Council also approved a special report and reconmendations
nmade by the category “D’ panel of conm ssioners concerning adjustrments to
approved cl ai mawards, applying deductions to category “D claimawards for
| osses al so recommended for conpensation in categories “A’, “B’" and “C

The Council discussed a progress report of the Executive Secretary on the
activities of the Conmi ssion. The report addressed clains processing and
t he paynent of approved cl ains.

The Council al so discussed the report of the Executive Secretary on the

di stribution of payments awarded and the transparency of the distribution
process (i nplenenting decision 18 of the Governing Council), and the report
of the Executive Secretary on the return of undistributed funds

(i nmpl ementi ng decision 48 of the Governing Council). The second phase of
paynents, in which the Conmi ssion continues to accord priority to snall

i ndividual clains while also providing neani ngful conpensation to

i ndi vi dual cl ai mants over US$100, 000, corporate entities, and Governnents
(categories “D’', “E’ and “F”"), conmenced on 23 Septenber 1999. To date,
over $3.6 billion has been made avail able to Governnents and internationa
organi zations in the first and second phases of paynent for distribution to
successful clai mants.

The Governing Council decided to hold its next session from7 to 9 Decenber
1999.

Further information about the Conmi ssion, including the text of al
Coverni ng Council decisions and reports and recomrendati ons of panels of
Conmi ssi oners, can be found on the United Nations Conpensati on Conmi ssion
website located at http://ww. uncc. ch.




