30 Septenmber 1998

Press Rel ease for the C osing
of the twenty-ninth Session
of the Governi ng Counci

The Governing Council of the United Nations Conpensation
Conmi ssi on concluded its twenty-ninth session today under the
Presi dency of Anmbassador Gongal o de Santa Cl ara Gones of Portugal
The del egations of Kuwait, Iraq, India and Sudan addressed the 15
nmenber CGoverning Council at its opening plenary neeting.

The Council considered the report and reconmendati ons of the
Panel of Comm ssioners concerning part one of the second instal nment
of category “D’ clains (individual clains for damages above
US$100, 000) conprising 250 clains filed on behal f of individuals by
18 countries and one international organization. The Counci
approved the award of US$11, 182,109 conpensation in respect of 219
successful clains included in the report. The Council al so approved
the recommendati ons of the Panel of Conmi ssioners concerning the
second instal ment of “F1" clains by Governments and internationa
organi zations conprising 17 clains filed by 15 Governnents. The
conmpensati on awarded by the Council in respect of the clainms is
US$97, 665, 367.

The Governing Council discussed, in the course of the session
a report fromthe Executive Secretary on the activities of the
Comm ssion covering the period between June and August 1998. The
report addressed the selection of Conm ssioners; the processing of
claims; and the paynent of approved awards. The Council also
di scussed a nunber of issues relating to the processing of clainmns.
The Council considered a paper and a presentation on verification and
val uation procedures for category “E’ (corporate clains) and
di scussed nmeans of including nore information on this issue in future
reports of Panels of Conmi ssioners. The Council agreed that the
Panel of Conmi ssioners responsible for resolving environnental clains
give priority in processing, where appropriate, to clainms relating to
environnental nonitoring and assessnent.

On the issue of paynent of clains, the Council took note of a
report fromthe Executive Secretary on information received from
Governments and international organizations on the status of the
di stribution of paynents to successful clainmants and of refunds to
t he Commi ssion of conpensation received fromthe Conpensati on Fund
that Governnments had not distributed to successful claimants within
the required tine limts.
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The Governing Council decided to hold its thirtieth session from
14 to 16 Decenber 1998.



