1 July 1998

Press Rel ease for the closing
of the twenty-eighth Session
of the Governing Counci

The Governing Council of the United Nations Conpensation
Comm ssion concluded its twenty-eighth session today under the
Presi dency of Anbassador Goncal o de Santa C ara Gones of
Portugal . The del egati ons of Kuwait and Iraqg addressed the 15-
menber Governing Council at its opening plenary neeting.

The Governnents of Iran, Kuwait, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and
Syria al so addressed the Governing Council at its opening

pl enary neeting on the issue of the establishnment of an escrow
account to cover costs relating to nonitoring and assessing
envi ronnment al danage arising fromthe invasion and occupation
of Kuwait .

The Council considered the report and recomendati ons of
t he Panel of Conm ssioners concerning the sixth instal nent of
category “C’ clainms (individual clains for danages up to
US$100, 000) conprising 71,042 clains filed on behal f of
i ndividuals by 74 countries and three international
organi zations. The Council approved the award of
US$739, 730, 850. 90 conpensation in respect of 64,425 successf ul
clainms included in the report. It is expected that the
remai ni ng category “C’' clains (approxi mately 74,000 cl ai nms)
will be reported in the seventh instal nent of category “C
clainms to the Governing Council early next year, thereby
concluding the resolution of all the approximately 426, 000
category “C’ clainms filed wth the Conm ssion. The processing
of all category “A’ and “B” clains has already been concl uded.

The Council| approved the recommendati ons of the Panel of
Comm ssi oners concerning the first instal nent of *E2"
corporate clainms conprising four “unusually | arge or conpl ex
clainms”. The conpensation awarded by the Council in respect
of the four clainms is US$187, 496, 511. 62.

The Governing Council appointed ei ght candi dates
nom nated by the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations to
serve as Conm ssioners on the follow ng panels:

1. A second “E3" C ainms Panel (to consider part of the
approxi mately 400 non- Kuwai t i
construction/engi neering corporate clainms with a
total asserted value of approxi mately US$10
billion):

M. John A. Tackaberry (Chairman)
M. Pierre M Genton (Menber)
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M. Vinayak P. Pradhan (Menber)

2. “F3" Clainms Panel (to consider 62 Kuwaiti Governnment
clainms with a total asserted value of approximtely
US$68 billion):

M. Elihu Lauterpacht (Chairman)
M. Andreas J. Jacovi des (Menber)
M. Reiner Soll (Menber)

3. “F2" Clainms Panel (to consider approximately 70 non-
Kuwai ti Governnment clains with a total asserted
val ue of approximately US$12.5 billion):

M. Francisco Orrego Vicufia (Chairman)
M. Hans van Houtte (Menber)

A third nmenber of the panel (M. Jen Shek
Voon) has been appoi nted previously.

The Governing Council also discussed, in the course of
its twenty-eighth session, a report fromthe Executive
Secretary on the activities of the Comm ssion covering the
peri od between March and May 1998, as well as a nunber of
issues relating to the processing and paynent of clains. In
this respect, the Council took note of a report fromthe
Executive Secretary on information received from Governnents
and international organizations on the status of the
di stribution of payments to successful claimnts and of
refunds to the Conmm ssion of conpensation received fromthe
Compensati on Fund that Governnents had not distributed to
successful claimants within the required tine [imts.

The Governing Council decided to hold its twenty-ninth
session from 28 to 30 Septenber 1998.



