11 March 1998

Press Rel ease for the C osing of the
27t h session of the Governing Counci

The Governing Council of the United Nations Conpensation
Conmi ssion concluded its twenty-seventh session today under
t he Presidency of Ambassador Gongal o de Santa Cl ara Gones of
Portugal . The del egations of Kuwait and Iraq addressed the
15- menber Governing Council at its opening plenary neeting.

The Council| approved the recommendati ons of the Panel of
Comm ssi oners concerning part two of the first instal nent of
category “D’ clainms (individual clains for danages above
US$100, 000) covering one claimfiled by the Governnent of
Kuwait. The cl aimconcerned the |oss of a collection of
Islamc art and a collection of rare books and ot her personal
property | osses as well as danmage to real property. The Panel
recomrended a total award of US$19, 694,518.81 in conpensation
in respect of the claim

The Council| al so approved the recommendati ons of the Panel of
Comm ssi oners concerning part two of the first instal nent of
category “F” clainms (Governnent clains) covering two clains
filed by the Governnment of Kuwait, one concerning a claimby
the Kuwait Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and the other
concerning a claimby the University of Kuwait. The Panel
recomrended a total award of US$20, 853,796 in conpensation in
respect of the two clains included in the report.

The Governing Council discussed the activities of the

Comm ssi on from Decenber 1997 to February 1998 on the basis of
a report presented by the Executive Secretary. The Counci

al so considered the reports provided by Governnments on the

di stribution of funds received fromthe Conm ssion

The Council considered a nunber of issues relating to the
processing of clains. In that respect, the Council set the
date of 11 May 1998 as the deadline for the filing of
unsol i cited suppl enents or anendnents to previously filed
clainms in categories “E’ (corporate clains) and “F’ (cl ains of
Governnents and international organizations), with the
exception of environnental clainms. After this date, such
unsolicited supplenentation will not be accepted in any

ci rcunstances. The Council al so discussed the question of the
conpensability of clains preparation costs and is expected to
continue its discussion of this issue in the future.

The Council held a prelimnary discussion on an information
note prepared by the secretariat on the selection of

Comm ssioners to serve on two Panels of Conm ssioners to be
appoi nted by the Council in June 1998. The Panels will be
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responsi bl e for reviewi ng a nunber of corporate and Gover nnment
clainms respectively. Further discussion of the subject wll
take place at a future neeting of the Council.

The next session of the Council is scheduled to be held from
29 June to 1 July 1998.



