17 Decenber 1997

Press Rel ease for the Cosing of the
26t h session of the Governing Counci

The Governing Council of the United Nations Conpensation
Conmi ssion concluded its twenty-sixth session today under the
Presi dency of Anmbassador Congal o de Santa C ara Gones of
Portugal. The del egations of Kuwait and |Iraq addressed the
15- menber Governing Council at its opening plenary neeting.

The Council| approved the report and recomendati ons of the
Panel of Conm ssioners concerning part one of the first

instal ment of category “F’ clainms (Governnent clainms) covering
el even clains filed by nine Governnents. The panel
recommrended t he award of US$2, 220, 043 in conpensation in
respect of nine clainms included in the report. The Panel
deferred consideration of two clains to a future instal nent.

The Governing Council discussed the activities of the

Comm ssion from Septenber to Novenber 1997 on the basis of a
report presented by the Executive Secretary. The Council also
considered the reports provided by Governnents on the

di stribution of funds received fromthe Conmm ssion and a
nunber of other issues relating to the processing and paynent
of cl ains.

The Governing Council’s Committee on Adm nistrative Mtters
(CAM net on the afternoon of 15 Decenber 1997 and approved

t he biennial budget of the Conm ssion for 1998/ 1999. The
Governing Council, at its twenty-fifth session, had approved
t he adoption of a biennial budget for the Comm ssion, thereby
bringing the Comm ssion in line with the UN budget cycle.

The next session of the Council will be held on 9 to 11 March
1998.



